
Assurance of Salvation 
Bible study #3 

 

 

Perspective on the next few weeks: The next four weeks will focus on the gospel.  The “growth diagram” 

serves as a visual aid to hold this all together.  You will introduce this diagram this week and come back to it 

each of the next four weeks, so be sure you understand it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dating        marriage “I do”  growth together 

 

        

 

 

Explanation for the next 4 weeks: 

Over these four weeks we’ll talk about life before we trust Christ, about what it means to trust Christ, how to 

trust Christ, what happens when we do trust Christ, and how to begin to live the Christian life after we trust 

Christ.  

 

 1) As we go through these “basics” we must do it in such a way that each lesson is powerful and 

exciting.  If you as the leader think, “man, everyone knows this stuff” that sort of attitude will come 

through.  If you as a leader think, “Can you believe it?  When I had no merits of my own – I, in fact, could 

care less -- God gave me his Son.  Wow!” then this attitude will come across.  So teach this material from a 

pondering, grateful, and excited heart and make it come alive with examples from your own life.  These 

next four weeks are wonderful – they are the gospel! 

 

2) Over the course of the next 4 weeks we want to be sure the group leaders have a personal conversation 

with EVERY person in the group regarding the gospel.   In other words, do not assume that everyone 

understands this!  Many people in your group will come to Christ over these weeks as they recognize 

Christ did something for them that they desperately need and it is something that they cannot add to.  In 

fact, it is something Christ did in SPITE of their “goodness.”  So use these lessons as springboards for one-

on-one conversations.  Obviously begin with the people who are the most active in your group but ideally 

you can get to everyone on your list.  It is so easy to say, “Sarah, What did you think of the Bible study this 

week?  Have you ever done anything like that before?” 
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3) You will likely have “veteran” Christians in your group who think they know this stuff.  Of course, at 

many levels, they might.  You need to at least be watchful that they might tune out.  You can do several 

things to keep them engaged:   

a) ask them to tell their faith journey;       

b) ask them specific questions targeting their heart.  It’s OK to ask them, “how does one become a 

Christian?” but questions like that could feed their “I know all this stuff” attitude.  Instead, ask them 

questions like: “If you were writing an autobiography of your heart since you became a Christian, what 

would be the most dramatic parts?  What has changed most in your heart?”  Or, “How does your heart 

respond to the concept of gaining God in spite of yourself?”   Target the heart and this content won’t seem 

“old.”    

c) Point to Luke 7:47, 2 Peter 1:9 – our Christian life everyday is fuelled by our appreciation of what 

Christ has done for us.  So it is ALWAYS good to dwell on the cross.  Where else would be better to start?   

d) Challenge them to help you as the leader make the gospel come alive for everyone else in the group.   

If you need more help, just ask us. 

 

4) THERE MIGHT BE MORE CONTENT IN THIS LESSON THAN YOU CAN GET THROUGH.  So you 

have two options.  One is to pick what you like best and make it fit.  A second idea is to just roll some of it 

into next week.  The next few weeks sort of stream together anyway.  Summarize and prepare well.  I think 

the “growth diagram” at the front and the equations at the back will really help you.  

 

Icebreaker (15 minutes) 

 

******** 

EXPLORE 
 

A.  Hook: Use the “growth diagram” as an intro (about 10 minutes out of 40 for the lesson)  

 

1. DRAW and EXPLAIN the growth diagram paralleling marriage and becoming a Christian  

 

“Becoming a Christian in some ways is like marriage.  You can know all about someone (courtship), go 

together for years and years, even have kids together -- but you don’t become married until at a point in 

time you say “I do.”  This, then, is not the end of your relationship but rather the start of a committed 

relationship together. 

 

The same is true about becoming a Christian.  You can go to church, hang around a Christian group, and 

read your Bible, but you don’t become a Christian until at a point in time when you say “I do” to Christ, 

until you enter into a personal relationship with Christ.  From that point on you grow in your relationship 

with Christ. 

 

So, the Christian life has a commencement -- a beginning.  And, from this beginning there is growth.” 

 

2. Let me share my story.  Tell your story as related to the diagram.  Tell your story with passion and 

centered on Jesus – how you came to know Him, how you’ve grown to love him.  This isn’t a doctrinal 

summary – this is a relationship. 

 

Over the next few weeks hopefully we get time to hear about each of our stories – how we are progressing 

or struggling in our Christian faith. 
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Tonight we want to talk about the beginning of the Christian life.  Actually, this is so important, we will 

take a couple of weeks to talk about it.  2 weeks on the beginning of the Christian life -- then more on how 

to grow in the Christian life. 

 

Some of you might be thinking, “I know all about the beginning.  I want to learn about the growth part.”  

But not so fast.…  

 

3. Ask: Why is it so important Christians fully understand and appreciate the beginning . . . even after 

they’ve been Christians for years?  (point to the turning point in the diagram) 

 

(Let them come up with some ideas, but 2-3 are important . . .you can look at these verses if you think you 

need to:  1) you never grow past the cross.  Paul woke up every morning and said, “the live that I live in 

the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who LOVED me and GAVE HIMSELF up for me” (Gal 2:20); 2) 2 

Peter 1:8-9 -- understanding the beginning changes us now (if these things are missing it’s because you’ve 

forgotten your forgiveness);  3) understanding the beginning helps us clearly communicate it to others who 

perhaps don’t understand it well) 

 

In a group like this there will be people all over the map – some committed Christians, some not so sure, 

and some just looking in from the outside.  There’s something for all of us in the next couple of weeks as 

we look at these important questions. 

 

******** 

GOING DEEPER 
 

 

B. Overview the problem (sin) and solution (Christ).  30 minutes. 

 

1.  The Problem (10 of the 30 minutes of content) 

 

Let’s talk about the beginning of the Christian life.  Point to the “courtship” part of the graph 

 

Q: How does the Bible describe every person before he or she comes to Christ? 

 

Note: this is very important, for if one doesn’t get the problem right, one cannot get the solution right.  

Point to the diagram.  What’s wrong here, in this place before Christ? 

 

For example:   

I) If the problem before Christ is that people need something higher than themselves to believe in, then 

many solutions might be possible.   

2) If the problem before Christ is that people are lonely and need a divine friend, many solutions are 

possible.  

 3) If the problem is that humanity needs a base for its morals, a lot of different gods might suffice.   

 

Different problems.  Different solutions. 
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On the other hand, if the problem is that each person is separated from God, hopelessly alienated from 

him because of his or her sin, then another solution is needed. 

 

So, in order to understand the start of the Christian life we need to understand what the Bible says about 

each and every person in the world apart from Christ. 

 

 Look at Romans 3 in the Bible to help clarify this 

 

1. Rom 3:23 all have sinned.  On a true/false” test most of us would get this right.   Let’s flesh out this idea 

of “sin.”  What is it?  Look below in 3:10-12. 

 

2. Rom 3:10-12  note 1) unrighteous, 2) indifferent, 3) rebellion (verse 3:19) 

-- ‘every mouth silenced’   

 

**Share a personal example of not understanding what sin is.  Be sure you get to your wicked heart!  

Tell them about it!  (For example, I used to have a hard time thinking of myself as a “sinner.”   I was an 

Eagle Scout.  All my friends were wilder than me.  I was the kind of guy you’d want your daughter to 

marry.  But when I started learning about Christianity I found out that I had sin wrong.  Sin wasn’t 

measured between me and the guys in my fraternity house.  Sin was measured between me and a perfect 

God.  Furthermore, sin wasn’t just outward things, but inward things, too.  Lust, jealousy, etc.  When I 

began to look at God, and my heart, I knew I was in trouble.  My heart is not a pretty thing.  My heart 

needs an advocate – someone better than me.  And back to the claim that “I am someone you would 

want your daughter to marry.”  I think the truth is closer to “If you look at my heart, I am someone that 

perhaps no one would want to marry.”) 

 

In sum, the Bible describes all people apart from Christ as  

i) unrighteous -- that is, guilty.  and  

ii) in rebellion against the one who made them.  (share an example?!)  And, as a result,  

iii) God is angry.  (his anger is simply the result of his holiness and perfection -- he must be angry at 

sin/corruption).  

 

Theological comment:  You can use the “arrow/target” illustration to illustrate sin if you want – sin is falling 

short of God’s perfect mark.  BUT this illustration can tend to communicate that sin is being not perfect.  So one 

says, “You’re not perfect, are you?  You need a Savior.”  The Bible’s view of sin is far more negative – sin is 

rebellion before God.  Sin is I want my own way.  Sin is I’m doing what I want.  Sin is I’m the center of the 

universe.  Sin is I’m depending upon myself.  You get the picture.  Sin is more than just not hitting perfection. 

 

So, I’ll give you all a scenario and you tell me how one might answer from God’s Word.   

 

Your class was assigned to read the famous ‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,’ a sermon by Jonathan 

Edwards.  The professor made a mockery of it all -- how could Edwards be so fundamentalist, backward, 

and condemning?  After class you are talking with a friend basically agrees with the prof: “I think that I 

am basically a good person -- sure, I err, but to err is human.  And I don’t understand how Edwards 

thinks that God could be angry at me, or anyone else.  God, after all, is love.” 

  

Q What does the Bible have to say to your friend? 
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So the problem is that men and women are guilty and in rebellion against God.  There is a relational 

problem -- we are separated from God and at enmity with him.  And there is also a judicial problem -- we 

are guilty.   

 

Now there are many ramifications of these problems -- selfishness, loneliness, crime, self image 

problems, racism, etc.   But at the root, our problem is that we are guilty (because we are unrighteous) 

and that we are enemies of God -- our rebellion has rightly evoked his anger.  This is what the Bible calls 

sin.  So all of us in the Bible study share this completely in common – hearts that rebel against God.  

Hearts consumed with ourselves.  Hearts that offended God.  Hearts that will give an account before 

God. 

 

2. The Solution (10 minutes of the 30) 

 

Remember we said that the problem dictated the solution?  The problem is that we are guilty before God 

and alienated from him.  The Solution is wonderful and perfect for our problem:  Christ takes away our 

guilt and brings us back to him.   

 

Look briefly at 3 verses that help describe the solution (move through these quickly or cut one) 

1. Eph 2:8-10 

 

Read Eph 2:8-9.  Define some terms.  Grace (unmerited favor), saved (rescued), faith (trust plus action). 

 

Q: So, according to these verses, how are we saved? (by grace through faith) 

 

Paul goes out of his way to tell us how we are NOT saved~   

 

Q What is that? (not of ourselves!) 

 

Q What works do most people think will save them?   (maybe share what good works you thought 

would save you) 

 

Q Why are they insufficient?  The next verse helps here. 

 

 

2. Gal 2:15-16, 21 

 

3 times Paul says it – not by works of the law.  Not by doing good things.  BUT by faith in Christ. 

 

Q Why don’t works work?  Remember Rom 3:10-12  -- none righteous, disobedient, none seeks God. 

 

Q And, if good works worked, why did Christ have to die?  (2:21) (this is a rhetorical question) 

 

Illustration:  We think God grades on a bell curve!  Draw out a bell curve if you want and show 

where everyone thinks they fall on the curve.  The reality, however, is that EVERYONE flunks the 

curve because we aren’t graded against each other but against a holy God. 
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3. Rom 4:4-5 

 

Tell a story about working and on payday receiving what is your DUE. 

 

If one became a Christian by good deeds it would be what is DUE this person. 

 

But verse 5 contrasts someone with the person who does NOT work. 

 

Q According to vs. 5, WHO does God justify? (get this clear – the wicked) Ask them How do you 

respond to this idea . . . that God justifies THE WICKED? 

 

Q According to vs. 5, WHY does God justify the wicked? (the individual’s faith is credited as 

righteousness. )   And why the heck else should God justify the wicked?!!  There is nothing in that 

person that should cause God to think “Shazaam!  Billy is impressive.” 

 

Q What is credited?  RIGHTEOUSNESS (not better than the guy across the hall.  Sure ‘nuf 

righteousness.) 

 

Good works will NEVER get us back to God. 

 

 

3. Conclusion (10 minutes of the 30) 

 

So this is what most people think the Bible says about becoming a Christian: 

 

Write out the equation:  faith + works = salvation.   

 

Ask: According to the Bible what is wrong with this?  (Use the 3 Scriptures you just looked at to 

clarify any wrong answers) 

 

This is how the Scripture really describes the beginning of the Christian life 

 

Write out: faith = salvation           works (we’ll talk more about the works next week) 

 

If works could get us to Christ, then Christ died in vain (Gal 2:21).  Who does God justify?  the 

wicked (Rom 4:4-5).  Did he save us because of our righteous deeds (Titus 3:5)?  no.  He saved us 

because Christ’s righteousness was given to us.  Correspondingly, one becomes a Christian when 

one, by faith, accepts what Christ did for him.  more on this next week. 

 

Acknowledge that you have just briefly hit some powerful concepts – you’ll come back to them next week. 

 

Announcements 

 

Fall Retreat!    And, tell them you’d like to eventually get a chance to hear everyone’s faith story – maybe in 

the group – maybe one-on-one.  This will be exciting! 


